
Nouvel Catholic Central High School

Class of 2023 

Parent Night

Believe. Learn. Succeed. 



Guidance Department

We are here to help! Please contact us today.

Mrs. Kerri Boros
Guidance Counselor
989-399-2231

kboros@nouvelcatholic.org

Mrs. Jenelle Watrous
Guidance Office Professional
989-399-2227

jwatrous@nouvelcatholic.org



Agenda

► Submitting College Applications

► How to Apply

► Diversifying

► COVID-19 Changes

► Components of a College 

Application

► In-state vs. Out-of-State Tuition

► Test Scores (SAT/ACT)

► College Athletics

► Paying for College

► Financial Aid

► FAFSA

► Scholarships

► Grants

► Local Scholarship Opportunities

► Helpful Resources

► College Adjustment

► FAQ



Want to check out resources as we 

go?

Username: parent

Password: Parent22



How to Submit a College Application

Direct 

Application

Visit the college’s website to 

complete an online 

application OR the 

admissions department 

to request a paper 

application, if desired.

Common App

Visit www.commonapp.org

Note: Common App can be 

completed by the 

student entirely online. 

However, the Nouvel

Guidance office submits 

our portion by paper and 

postal mail. This does not 

affect the student’s 

submission.

Coalition 

Application

Visit 

https://www.coalitionforcolle

geaccess.org/

http://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


Direct 

Application

Visit the college/university website of 

your choosing and find the 

“APPLY” section.



Common App

• Apply to over 900 colleges using 

ONE website

• Reduces time spent on college 

applications by removing 

duplicate data entry

• Includes all requirements by 

institutions that utilize Common 

App – additional essays, 

information, etc.

https://www.commonapp.org/


Common App – Quick Tutorial



Coalition App

• Apply to over 150 colleges using 

ONE website, 2 in Michigan

• Reduces time spent on college 

applications by removing 

duplicate data entry

• Includes all requirements by 

institutions that utilize Coalition 

Application – additional essays, 

information, etc.

https://www.commonapp.org/


Coalition App – Quick Tutorial



Ordering Transcripts

► Parchment (Click me!)

► Subsidized through the State of MI, even though we are private

► No cost to current students

► Costs $4-5 for transcript orders beginning August 1 AFTER graduation

► Self-copies, parent copies, scholarship organizations, colleges/trades

► Expedites decisions, saves money/time

► Students have all set up Parchment accounts

► Advised to use personal email so they can still access their account after 

graduation (double check with your child, they can change this now if 

they set it up with their Nouvel email)

https://www.parchment.com/u/registration/99021/account


Diversifying 

College 

Applications
Reach: Admit very FEW students or 

have requirements you may not meet. 

If your test scores fall below the 25th

percentile for students currently 

enrolled.

Match: Your perfect fit!

GPA & Test Scores should match those 

of incoming freshman class

If your test scores are between the 25th

& 75th percentiles for students currently 

enrolled.

Safety: Accept majority of applicants. 

You’ll get in if your GPA & test scores 

exceed those of incoming freshman 

class

GPA & Test Scores are above the 75th

percentile.

Information from www.cappex.com

Read more at www.Cappex.com

https://www.cappex.com/articles/match-fit/what-are-safety-reach-and-match-schools#:~:text=Reach%20schools%20admit%20very%20few,requirements%20you%20may%20not%20meet.&text=Generally%2C%20a%20college%20is%20considered,reach%20schools%20on%20your%20list.


Determining Your 

Matches

Great Resource:

www.cappex.com

• See your chances of 

acceptance

• Find schools that fit you

• Find Scholarships!

http://www.cappex.com/


Standardized Test Scores – SAT/ACT

► Nouvel seniors took the SAT in April at Nouvel

► Each student could send 4-free test scores to the schools of their choice

► Schools can be sent SAT scores by visiting the College Board website

► Link: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/fees

► $12 per score report ordered online; $15 per score report ordered via phone

► $31 per rush order score report

► Every school’s response to how SAT scores will impact admission 

decisions varies; most schools are score optional 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/fees


Components of a College Application

► Application forms (online or paper); Common App; Coalition 

Application

► Fees

► High School transcript

► Test scores (SAT or ACT)

► Letters of recommendation from teachers, counselors, or other 

non-relative adults who know the student well

► Essays

► Auditions or portfolios (common for art, music, or theater 

programs)



Public versus 

Private College



In-State versus Out-of-State

► In-State

► Tax-payers provide some funding 

for public colleges, so tuition is 

more affordable

► Colleges vary in cost, regardless of 

private or public 

► Some local scholarship 

opportunities require students to 

attend a MI college

► Out-of-State

► Since public colleges are funded 

by taxes, tuition is higher for 

students from other states as 

neither the student or their family 

has paid taxes in that state

► Establishing residency varies by 

state

► According to College Board, the 

difference between 2018-19 in-

state and out-of-state tuition and 

fees at public four-year colleges 

was $15,440, on average.



Cost of 

College

• There are many resources to 

explore college costs.

• My favorite?

https://collegecost.ed.gov/

Did you know that some colleges cover 100% of costs for “full-

need” students? Check out this list: Schools that Meet Full Need 

https://www.cappex.com/greenlight/articles/us-colleges-meet-need


Calculating Need

Financial need is the difference between the cost of attendance and the amount your family is 

expected to contribute. It’s determined based on information a student submits in a 

college’s required financial aid application materials, typically including the FAFSA and one or 

more supplemental documents. Some colleges require the CSS Profile to learn about the student’s 

financial situation, while others have their own unique financial aid application.

The expected family contribution is based on a family’s earnings, assets, household size, and other 

factors. It will generally be lower for lower-income families and higher for higher-income families. 

The EFC may be as low as $0 for students from families with the greatest financial need.

Then, the college will subtract your expected family contribution from the cost of attendance, 

which is the total annual sum that includes tuition, fees, housing and meal costs, and personal 

expenses. The remainder is considered your financial need and you will receive a comprehensive 

financial aid package that is equivalent to this remaining cost. In other words, the total cost of 

attendance minus your expected family contribution equals your demonstrated financial need.

https://www.cappex.com/greenlight/articles/fafsa-submission-resources
https://www.cappex.com/greenlight/articles/help-students-calculate-true-cost-of-attendance


FAFSA
It is recommended that all 

students complete the FAFSA 

application annually (they will 

need your help!).

• Can be a requirement to 

receive merit-based 

awards, even in the 

absence of financial need 

• Complete between 

October 1-March 1

• FREE to complete



NEW! 
What does this mean for your class of 2023?

► Beginning with the class of 2023, the scholarship 

will provide the following support for Michigan 

high school graduates:

► Up to $2,750 per student per year at community 

colleges and tribal colleges

► Up to $4,000 per student per year at private 

colleges or universities

► Up to $5,500 per student per year at public 

universities

► To be eligible for the Michigan Achievement 

Scholarship, a student's expected family 

contribution (EFC) on the FAFSA must be less 

than $25,000. According to estimates from the 

governor's office, this will cover 94% of students 

attending community colleges and tribal 

colleges, 79% of students attending private 

colleges or universities, and 76% of students 

attending public universities.

Governor Whitmer

just signed a bill 

creating the 

Michigan 

Achievement 

Scholarship (MI-AS).



The FAFSA 

Process

This flyer/graphic is available on the 

Senior Resource page of the Nouvel

Guidance website



What You Will 

Need:

• Social Security Number of student 

and parents

• Driver’s License Number

• Tax Returns for student and 

parents

• Records of untaxed income

• Child support

• Interest income

• Account balances

• Cash

• Savings & Checking

• Stocks, bonds, real estate

• Not the home you reside in

• Business/Farm assets



FAFSA Made Easier

FAFSA Made Easier Link

► Connects to the FAFSA 

website – you do not 

need to do both! 

► One question at a 

time, in language we 

can all understand!

► Student and parent 

accounts connect

https://app.goingmerry.com/counselors/fafsa/form


Benefits of FAFSA Made Easier

► Going Merry is a one-stop-shop for 

Financial Aid, saving your student 

time (and your sanity)

► Scholarships

► FAFSA

► Help Feature is actually helpful

Note: After submitting on Going Merry’s

website, you will need to log into the 

government website, but only to SIGN. 



FAFSA Made Easier Benefits 

(continued)



After the FAFSA is completed

► Make sure it processed

► Go to www.fafsa.gov and log in

► Status will say: Processing, Processed Successfully, Missing Signatures, or Action Required 

► SAR: Student Aid Report generated

► 3 days to 3 weeks after processing

► Does not tell you how much aid you will receive

► Verification may be required (does not mean you’ve done anything wrong)

► Correct mistakes

► Amount of Aid will be calculated by individual institutions

► EFC: Expected Family Contribution is an index number college financial aid staff use to 

determine how much aid you will receive when you attend their school

http://www.fafsa.gov/


TYPES OF FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID

Loans
Borrowed money for college or 

career school

Must be repaid with interest

Types: 

• Direct Subsidized
• US Dep’t of Education pays interest 

while student is enrolled in school & 

during deferments

• Direct Unsubsidized
• Borrower responsible for all interest

• Direct PLUS
• If parent is taking out loan for 

student 

• Federal Perkins
• Loan made by participating 

school, no interest while student is in 

school or during deferments

Work-Study

Federal work program 

students at participating 

schools to earn money to 

help pay for tuition

Grants
Generally does not have to be 

repaid

Types:

• Federal Pell Grant  - financial 

need

• FSEOG – exceptional 

financial need

• TEACH – student studying to 

become elementary or 

secondary school teacher. 

Must agree to teach in a 

high-need field at a low 

income school for 4+ years 

within 8 years of graduation.



Scholarships

Colleges

► Check out the website for the 

college of your choice.

► Find the financial aid or affording 

college page

► Most schools offer a list of available 

awards or scholarships. Some 

require a supplemental 

application & materials

Non-Profit/Private

• Saginaw Community Foundation - Nov

• Going Merry - Rolling

• Rose Watson Foundation - Feb

• Jolt Credit Union (Monsignor Forbes) - Nov

• Catholic Community Foundation – Jan(ish)

• Join the Class of 2023 on Remind for up-to-

date scholarships!

• Also on the website

• Posted in the students’ Google Classroom



Scholarship Applications

• Deadlines vary! It is important to create a timeline that works for you and your student to 

manage the many deadlines during senior year.

• Many scholarship applications require supplemental essays. 
• Such an important piece! Transcripts tell the reviewers the academic abilities of a student, the essays 

are a great way to show who the student is beyond their academic performance



College Athletics

NCAA

► Must register on the NCAA website

► Fee: $90

► Visit: http://www.ncaa.org/

NAIA

► Must register on the NAIA website

► Fee: $70

► Visit: 

https://www.naia.org/landing/index



NCAA versus NAIA

NCAA

► Mostly large public universities

► Includes 1,281 schools, institutions, 

conferences and other 

associations

► Strict regulations

► About 450,000 student athletes in 

NCAA

NAIA

► Mostly smaller, private universities

► Athletic and academic standards 

are not as high as NCAA standards

► Mostly smaller private colleges

► Many international student athletes

► 225 institutions



Accepted, Now What?

Get More Info

• Ask Questions

• Majors

• Activities

• Statistics

• Campus

• Visit, if possible!

• Compare

Compare

• Compare Financial Aid 

Awards

• Each school’s awards 

will vary; weigh it all 

out!

• Talk to your family!

Respond

• Accepting:

• Acceptance Letter

• Deposit

• Financial Aid Acceptance 

Letter

• Additional required items

• Declining:

• Thank you, polite decline



Adjusting to College

Supporting your 

Student
• Encourage them to be 

independent – ask 

questions, advocate for 

themselves, and maintain 

open communication

• “Park the helicopter”

• Teach resilience

• Anticipate fluctuations: 

mood swings, 

communication patterns. 

This is a time of transition!

• Be there without being 

intrusive

Talk Before 

College

• Will you have access to 

their grades?

• Family performance 

expectations

• Transportation

• Expenses – what are you 

willing to pay for or not

• Greek life?

• Employment

Let’s Not Forget 

About You!

• Find a balance –

communication, visits, 

etc.

• Know that you ARE a 

source of support 

• Accept that your 

emotions are real, but 

keep them in check

• Rediscover you – find 

what makes you “tick”

Visit CollegeParents.org for more information



Helpful Resources

• Cappex: College Matching & More

• My Next Move: O*NET career inventory, explore career paths

• FAFSA

• College Board

• Going Merry

Check your e-mail regularly!

http://www.cappex.org/
http://www.mynextmove.org/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.goingmerry.com/


Frequently Asked Questions

► Let’s go to the list!

► Still have questions or want to know more?

► Email: kboros@nouvelcatholic.org

► Call: 989-399-2231

► Family Meetings available!

mailto:kboros@nouvelcatholic.org


Nouvel Catholic Central

Believe. Learn. Succeed. 

NouvelCatholic.org


